
CABLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Wednesday, August 1, 2018--6 PM--Richmond Town Hall 

 
 
Present: Sean Wilson, Ed Fechner, Monica Zanin, Tom Grizey, Neal Pilson 
 
Absent: David Wyatt 
 
 
The second meeting of the CAC was called to order by member and Select Board Chair 
Neal Pilson at 6:00 PM. Neal, acting as temporary Chair of the Committee, referred to 
the draft minutes of the Committee’s June 18th meeting, which had been circulated by 
email, and asked if there were any additions, deletions or amendments.  There being no 
changes, a motion to accept the minutes as written was made, seconded and approved. 
 
Next, Neal asked if there were any nominations for Chair or Secretary of the Committee.  
Sean Wilson volunteered to serve as Secretary and the motion was seconded and 
approved.  There were no nominations for Chair and Neal reiterated that, while he 
would prefer not to serve as permanent Chair of the CAC, he would again act in a 
temporary capacity for tonight’s meeting. 
 
Neal then referred to the letter of July 3, 2018 from the Massachusetts Department of 
Telecommunications and Cable describing the ascertainment process leading to the 
license renewal between the Town and Spectrum Cable.  The Committee discussed 
and agreed on the following general steps to be taken - 
 

1. Gather information on the Town’s experience under the current license 
agreement with TimeWarner.  To this end, the Committee agreed to invite Mark 
Pruhenski, Town Administrator, and Paul Lisi, Town Treasurer, to its next 
meeting. 

2. Contact neighboring towns about their experience in recent negotiations with 
Spectrum.  All members should read and become familiar with the available 
license documents from West Stockbridge, Peru, Egremont, Stockbridge and 
Lenox.  In addition, certain members agreed to reach out to persons from those 
towns involved in the negotiations to learn about their strategies, tactics and 
lessons learned – Sean (West Stockbridge), Monica (Stockbridge) and Neal 
(Lenox, Lee, 5 towns). 

3. Prepare prioritized list of objectives for new license and consider holding a public 
hearing.  Potential items for the new agreement include free cable drops for 
certain municipal buildings, one or more public access channels, grants to build 
programming capabilities at Richmond Consolidated School, better accountability 
to Town officers and expanded service area.  It was suggested that the 
Committee place an article in the Richmond Record at the appropriate time to 
solicit public input on the Town’s priorities. 



4. Possibly meet with Spectrum to gather information in advance of the negotiation 
process.  As the legal licensing authority under GL Chapter 166A, the Board of 
Selectmen must negotiate and grant the new license to Spectrum.  The 
suggested timing to reach final agreement on the new license agreement is no 
later than six months prior to expiration of the existing agreement or July 2020.  
Based on the recent experience of other towns, new licenses typically have a 
term of 15 years with an optional ten-year extension. 

The Committee then tentatively suggested the periods of September 4 to 6 or 
September 26-27, for its next meeting, depending on the availability of Mark Pruhenski 
and Paul Lisi to attend.  Neal will follow up with Mark and Paul and advise. 

A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and approved and the meeting ended at 
7:20pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Sean Wilson, Secretary 
 


